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ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
SANTA BARBARA AMENDING THE SANTA BARBARA 
MUNICIPAL CODE BY THE ADDITION OF SECTION 
26.50.100 RELATING TO ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS 
FOR JUST CAUSE EVICTIONS FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
PERMANENTLY REMOVING A UNIT FROM THE RENTAL 
MARKET

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SANTA BARBARA DOES ORDAIN AS 
FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1.  Chapter 26.50 of Title 26 of the Santa Barbara Municipal Code is 
amended to add Section 26.50.100 as follows: 

26.50.100. Additional Requirements and Limitations Applicable to Just Cause 

Evictions to Permanently Remove a Rental Unit from the Rental Market.

A. This Section applies to no-fault just cause evictions to recover possession 

to permanently withdraw a rental unit from the rental market. 

B. An owner shall not withdraw from the rental market less than all of the rental 

units from a property.  Notices of termination shall be given concurrently to all tenants, 

provided, however, that eviction dates stated in the notices may vary to coincide with the 

termination dates of leases or rental agreements of affected tenants. All evictions must 

be in accordance with this Chapter and completed within one year.  

C. Property that has been withdrawn from the rental market pursuant to this 

Chapter may not be used for residential rent purposes for a period of 5 years following 

the date of the last eviction under subsection B.  

SECTION 2.  The provisions of this Ordinance shall apply to proceedings to 
terminate a tenancy or recover possession of a unit that has not been fully completed 
before the effective date of this Ordinance.  If a final judgment awarding possession of a 
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unit has not been entered or the owner has not otherwise lawfully obtained possession of 
a unit under Chapter 26.50 of the Santa Barbara Municipal Code as it existed before the 
effective date of this Ordinance, then the owner must comply with the provisions of this 
Ordinance, including giving a new notice of termination, before termination of the tenancy 
or recovery of possession of a unit.

SECTION 3.     If any section, subsection, subdivision, paragraph, sentence, clause 
or phrase of this Chapter or any part hereof is for any reason held to be unconstitutional, 
such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Chapter of any 
part hereof. The City Council declares that it would have passed each section, subsection, 
paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase hereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or 
more sections, subsections, subdivisions, paragraphs, sentences, clauses or phrases be 
declared unconstitutional.

SECTION 4.     The City Council finds that, on the basis of the whole record and 
exercising its independent judgment, this Ordinance is not subject to environmental 
review pursuant to the State Guidelines for Implementation of the California 
Environmental Quality Act Sections 15060(c)(3) pertaining to activities that will not result 
in a direct or reasonably foreseeable indirect change to the environment and 15061 (b)(3) 
because this Ordinance has no potential for resulting in physical change to the 
environment directly or indirectly in that it merely regulates existing physical development.


