
CITY OF SANTA BARBARA

Council Agenda Report

Agenda Date: September 29, 2026

To: Mayor and Councilmembers

From: City Attorney’s Office

Subject: Introduction of Ordinance Amending the Santa Barbara Municipal Code to 
Establish Residential Rent Stabilization and Residential Rental Registry 
Programs [Ordinance Introduction; Resolution]

Recommendation: 

That Council: 

A. Introduce and subsequently adopt, by reading of title only, an Ordinance of the Council 
of the City of Santa Barbara Amending the Santa Barbara Municipal Code to Preserve 
Affordable Housing and Protect Tenant and Landlord Rights by the Addition of Chapter 
26.90 Relating to Residential Rent Stabilization and Chapter 26.100 Relating to 
Residential Rental Registry; and

B. Adopt, by reading of title only, a Resolution of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara 
Amending Resolution No. 2026-057, Adopting the Budget for Fiscal Year 2027, to 
Approve an Allocation of $500,000 in the Fiscal Year 2027 Expenditure Appropriations in 
the Measure I Flexible Housing and Homelessness Fund to Support the Implementation 
of a Residential Rent Stabilization Program and Rental Registry.

Discussion

On September 22, 2026, the City Council approved a motion accepting, with specified 
amendments, the draft ordinance to establish residential rent stabilization and rental registry 
programs along with a motion to add certain exemptions as presented in the agenda report for 
that meeting.  According to that direction, the City Attorney’s Office has prepared a final 
ordinance for introduction.  

The ordinance for introduction includes the following additions and deletions:

• Delete Section 26.90.010, Subsection A.2.c. relating to corporate ownership of certain 
units, and make a corresponding amendment to Section 26.90.010, Subsection B.
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• Add Section 26.90.015 relating to additional exemptions as included in the council 
agenda report for the September 22 meeting but deleting reference to “tourist homes” 
and specified student housing.

• Add language in Section 26.90.090, Subdivision A. to require one tenant member of the 
Rent Stabilization Board to be a person 65 years of age or older.

• Delete from Section 26.100.010, Subdivision F. the requirement that a rental 
registration include a statement of the number of tenants in a rental unit.

In addition to introduction of the ordinance, staff recommends adoption of the resolution 
allocating funds needed to implement the rent stabilization and rental registry programs.  The 
resolution was initially recommended for adoption on September 22, 2026, but no action was 
taken at that meeting. 

Prepared and 
Submitted by: Daniel Hentschke, Assistant City Attorney

Approved by: Kelly McAdoo, City Administrator


